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STUMIES OF CONTEMPORARY
MANNERS, MORALS. ADMINISTRA
POLITICS. by Henry Norman., 11
Plisto grs mlu 1{. Iiu- author.  Bvo, pp.
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904,  (Charles seilbner’s

The nuthor of this book hald unnsual opportuni-
tiew for nequiring informs yion concerning the aetunl
fucts of that very modern progressive—or at least
revolntionary —maovement which bas made Jupan
e sodree el centre of su mueh interest,  le has
wsorl these apportunities wisely and well, and has
given his renders what no other work on Japan
affords, pamely a serics of elearly drawn picturcs
of the country and people as they appear to-day, and
as they are affected hy 1he changes which have
been occurring with bewildering mpidity of late
vears. The Japanese are the most flexible people in
thie world, or they eould not have gdapted thetm-
selves o8 they have done, and with o little appar-
efit friction, to the conposite system of government
which has taken the plice of their aucient institu-
tions.  No doubt Yhe events which resulted in the
ruin of the principal Damios and the elimination
of the usurping Shogun prepared the way for the
innovations wlich were to follow. But while
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VON MOLTRKIE'S LETTERS,
Lattars of Ficid Marshal Count Helmuth von Moltke to
bis Maother and his Brothers, Transiated by CLARA B LL

and HENRY W. FISCHER.
Evo, vloth, &3 00.

With Portralts and 1lus

trutinns, (Unifern with =The Franco.

German War of 187071, By Count Yon Moltke. Bvo,

cloth, &8 .}

Nothing has hitherto Lesn published which roveals more
trily than these lelters the rwl character of the grat
German  hero, Extending over a porlod of pearly 50
yiars, they wiford most precious and Inberesting gllinpees

sity and dissppolanent, agd of his humble seceptance of
the success snd Dame vohich were finally his reward,  Thoy
are voiuabls oot e for Sherr peveldtion of his thoughts
und epliae s coucornats publie men and events than for
their portrayal of the reonrkable afection which hie
tulned for hi- omily wnd friopds,
clrvumstauces couid albes.

und which no ch

of hls carly Mie, ol his coutagcous struggles agolpsy adyer. 1
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there seemk at present 1o be a certain reactionnry
rendency, the real wonder is that there has been
e Jirtle reslstance to the new ideas: amd the real

danger is Jest the ¢ stliusism of the lewding minds |

of Japan for Western institutions and ideas shoul |
lead them too far, and eatse them to destroy or
alundon forms of national Life which far execd in
benuty, del'ghitinness amt cthical elevation asy-
thing the West ean offer as mihstitutes.

Mre Norman, we are pla! 1o note, is entirely of
this way of thinking, and it is that which should
he most dnsistently urged upon the Japanese them-
selves. For nothing ean W tarther from the truth
than the notion thot Japan was a semi-barbarons
conntry when Western nations hroke down the
tarriers that isolated her.  She then possessed o
civillzation in some rbspeets superior to that which
the West hus attained with all its energy and all
ite knowledize,  Indesd, it is a serlons question
whether, as regatds mos! of the conditions which
make life worth living, the mass of the Jupaneso
people were uou Yetter off than the mass of any
Western nation a1 the period referred to,  So far
4e the higher and finer elementa of eivilizntion are
eonecrned, mworeover, Jopan may  challenge the
wotld * for nowhere else can be found anything to
compare with the gentleness, courtesy, kindiiness,
and alwepes of rough and conrse manners which
ehutucterize, not only the edueated class, but as a
rule the poorest of the poor, in that eountry. Now,
i¢ is evident that the uational training which has
produced these resulis—which has practic ally pro-
duced a nation of gentlemen aud ladivse—hns noth-
ing in commen with barbarism.  Another deeply
signifieant faet vefy strikingly illustrated by Mr.
Norman in his account of Japanese prisons and
conviot Jabor is the remarkable aptitude of all
the Japanese fur srt work. Certainly no such
syetem of prison discipline could e introduced
into any other eountey under the sun as Lins been
sueeessfully established there. For all prisouvrs
are elassified secording 1o their  eapoeities in
th se prisons, and no difilenlty is found in teaching
them the most delicate processes  of art work,
fiel fs carving on Ivory and wood, the waking of
clnlsonne work, and almost every class of fine and
exact art production, The surceness of hand and
eve, the delicaey of manipulation, and above all the
taste, which charncterize Jnpanese art, are in
short not the possession of a class slone, but of the
whole Natien; and of whut Western people,
hewever advauced, can the enme be said ?

The new iostitutions of Jupan ate in such
working order that they frequently exorl their
moedels,  The prisons are admirably sreanged, and
their sanitation is perfeet.  The police system,
paterned after that of Fragee, is upparently ratlier
tuo complicuted, and embiuces tov wide 4 field of
ohservation and inquisition. The wauners of the
Japanes> policeman, however, are irreproachable,
wad acoording to Me. Norwman, they muke arrests
\l.ith & depresatory and bland regard for the feel-

ngs of the prisoner which would be simply gro-
zm e ewewhers, but in Japan s considered sim-
ply decorous and proper. The author has an
amusing chapter or Japancse journalism, which at
present Jnhors upder very serious drawbacks, the
chief ot which are mechanical, and arlse from the
intricate rdundanvy of the Chinese characters
used in printine. Nevertheless the interviewer
Lt become a fived feature of Japanese journal-
fsm, and Le performs his functions with a thor-
witghuess which leaves nuthing to desire, were his
interpretation of foreign oxpressions somewhat les
mixed, The vernacular press is a8 yvet in the
chirysalis  state, amd the Giovernment lns 1ot
vat leprnod to put asids wholly the old repressive
Lt with eonstitutional government and
atliament, the press must develop, und
ful to the country than it has

W ey,
thie froe P
becomie more s
hitherto been.

Mr. Norman dwells at mueh length upon the
miiicary status of Japan, snd the lnformation he
s nble to bring forward conelusively shows that
st pialers of the eountry foily appreliend  the
dnneers which the future may expose them 1o, and
the imperions necessity of taking timely precou-
For they realize that Japan is the kev of

10N,
v Pacific in the event of a war hetween West-
cin  Powers—between  Kngland wiel  Russia, for

Chinn is always, and now

exampple—anl  that
mior® than ever, a shaduw and n mennce to her
weaker neighbor.  Therlore, Japan has for yedrs
boen arming and or caniFine o nevy and en arny
eapable nf coping with Western ships and rifles,
Mr. Norman was permitted to inspect the navy
vinrdls, arsennls and arms-factarios, anid he states,
!'"ln o witle experienee, thnt the resourcns of Jupan
| these mitters are really formidable, and her
apmy nml v oeffivient.  She ean mobilize 150,
000 troene nIT drilledd and disoiplined. and all
armed with oo rifle much resembling the Lehel
arma,  Her navy is alrendy powerful, earrying the
Tost, modern guns. She has ironelwds fir ta cope
with all huit the heaviest of thelr kind,  Her ronst
fortiflentions are being constantly strenethened
arit extende ], She is now wealk in eavaley alone
pod s the tonoeraphy of the enuntry affords Jittle
rppertanity for the employment of that arm, save
for geanting and vidette service, perhaps this de.
Aeienny is not of great consequence, ope e noth-
g ngeroscive in the polisy of Japan, but she per-
entypz—and the Treaty Powers have tahght her
this—thint 1 &le Is to ohain Justiee from the West,
# <hie s to spenre reeornition as o eivilized Power,
i sl s 1 maintain hsr ]nr!pr}\nrlunpp‘
ghe mnst be in a pesition to fight if need be, as
well ne to nogotinte. Ter treatment by the Great
Powers thus far hae been simmeful, but it is some
sutigfartlon to know that the United Statis have
Yess to answer for than the Furopsan Powers.
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